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Naval Ship Badge

Ship badges first appeared on British Navy vessels in the 1850s. The early badges
were designed by the officers and sailors on the ship, and the designs were not
regulated. In 1919, the British Navy established official standards for the ship badges
to distinguish between various types of vessels: round badges for battleships,
pentagonal badges for cruisers, and U-shaped shields for destroyers. All other
auxiliary vessels, including tenders, small naval vessels, aircraft carriers, as well as
land facilities and naval bases, had diamond-shaped badges.

Apart from these official standards, unique elements could be added to the ship



badges: a ribbon with the ship’s name written on it, a motto in Latin at the bottom
part of the badge, or a marine animal, for example.

The ship badge on display here is a standard 1919 design. HMS Tamar, which served
as a receiving ship at the time, was a tender, so it adopted a diamond-shaped ship
badge. The top of the badge features the Naval Crown; the red crowned lion on the
upper part of the badge comes from the coat-of-arms of Devon, England; the 10
bezants against a dark background below it were taken from the coat-of-arms of
Cornwall, England; and the blue and white wavy pattern in the centre represents the
River Tamar which separates the counties of Devon and Cornwall. The name ‘Tamar’
originated from the River Tamar, and Plymouth, which lies in the River Tamar estuary,

is home to an important base of the British Navy.



